
Next generation  nuke plant designs sought
The U.S. Department of Energy is looking for industry teams to help conceptually design the
department's "Next Generation Nuclear Plant."  

The Energy Department's Idaho National Laboratory is conducting the program that seeks to use
cutting-edge technology in building a high temperature reactor capable of producing hydrogen, electricity
and/or process heat. Officials said such a nuclear power plant would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
enabling nuclear energy to replace fossil fuels in the petrochemical and transportation industries.

"Proceeding with conceptual design for the Next Generation Nuclear Plant brings the Department of Energy
another step closer to developing this advanced new technology," Assistant Secretary for Nuclear Energy
Dennis Spurgeon said. "Through this effort, (the department) will foster a public-private partnership to
complete this development and spur the commercial scale deployment of advanced clean and safe nuclear
energy as quickly as possible."

Expressions of interest, to be submitted by Aug. 20, will be used to identify a qualified pool of candidates
to provide future engineering and design services, officials said.
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