
High school student finds new protein
A 16-year-old Glenelg, Md., high school student has received a patent for a protein that reportedly
might help fight one of the world's deadliest diseases.  

Serena Fasano, a junior at Glenelg High School, told the Baltimore Sun the patent officially is owned by the
University of Maryland, but she will be allowed to name it, although she's not allowed to call the protein
Serena, or name it after any of her friends. Instead, it will need a scientific name indicating it is a probiotic
-- a beneficial protein.

The teenager spent three years researching the protein, part of that time at the University of Maryland's
School of Medicine where her father is the director of the Mucosal Biology Research Center, the Sun
reported Wednesday.

The protein she discovered -- a component of yogurt -- seems to eradicate E.coli 042, the leading cause of
diarrhea that kills 6 million people annually, mostly children in Third World nations.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International  

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, no part

may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Original story at www.physorg.com/news11114.html Page 1/1

http://www.physorg.com/
http://www.physorg.com/news11114.html

