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Aussie minister cool on Telstra plans

Australia’'s telecommunications minister gave the cold shoulder to Telstra's pledge to maintain
servicein therural outback.

Communications Minister Helen Coonan Tuesday blasted the draft of Telstra's Local Presence Plan as
lacking specifics about service levels and planned activities in remote areas once the company is privatized.

Australian lawmakers and outback residents have been vocal in their concernsthat a privatized Telstra
might disconnect remote communities as it upgrades its infrastructure.

"Telstra's Loca Presence Plan must be tangible -- it must be meaningful -- and it must be a genuine outline
of how Telstra plans to meet its obligations," Coonan said in a statement.

Telstratold the Herald Sun that it would continue working with the government to address Coonan's
concerns.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, no part
may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Original story at www.physorg.com/news11516.html Page 1/1



http://www.physorg.com/
http://www.physorg.com/news11516.html

