
New technique improves outcome for living
donor liver transplants
The University of Alberta Hospital (UAH) is one of only a few centers in Canada that perform living
donor liver transplantation, a surgical procedure developed in the late 1980s that expands the organ
donor pool. About 80 liver transplants are done a year in Alberta, 10 of those being living-donor. 

All potential liver transplant donors are assessed based on considerations such as the size and composition
of the liver and vascular and bile duct anatomy. Thanks to a review paper done at the University of Alberta
radiologists at the University of Alberta Hospital are now using CT (Computed Tomography) imaging for
living-donor liver transplantation. This technique shows relevant liver anatomy and, in particular, enhances
high resolution imaging of the vital bile duct anatomy.

“CT scans provide a clear image of the important ducts we need to see,” said Dr. Gavin Low, a clinical
fellow in the University of Alberta’s Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry and author of a recent study
describing this process. In the past radiologists have only been using an MRI to scan possible donors for
bile duct anatomy, but Low said that, “By using CT imaging the results are much more accurate and
reliable for the surgeons.”

Right now possible donors are screened with both MRI and CT scans but Low says the hope is to one day
only use CT imaging; adding, “All-in-one imaging will speed up the process and make living-donor
evaluation more convenient for potential donors.”

As many as four patients are evaluated by CT imaging every month.

Source: University of Alberta 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, no part

may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Original story at www.physorg.com/news125066022.html Page 1/1

http://www.physorg.com/
http://www.physorg.com/news125066022.html

