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Tests reveal first cancer victim in Norway

DNA and X-ray tests of two bodies dated back to the year 834 haverevealed thefirst case of cancer in
the history of Norway, resear chers say.

University of Oslo Anatomy Professor Per Holck said tests of the two female bodies found buried in the
Oseberg, aViking ship found in Norway in the early 1900s, showed one of the women had cancerous
tumors in her bones, Aftenposten reported Saturday .

"We see here the first known case of cancer in this country,” Holck said.

Holck said the cancer could have been breast or uterine cancer and appeared to have spread to the point
where the woman had little chance to live.

"Even today she would have had little chance of recovery,” he said.

Thetests on the bodies a so indicated the women were likely stronger than modern women and that both
lived hard lives.

Aftenposten said the tests' results also offered contradictory evidence to a previous claim that one of the
women was likely the paternal grandmother of Norway's first king, Harald Harfagre.

Copyright 2008 by United Press International

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, no part
may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Original story at www.physorg.com/news128508716.html Page 1/1



http://www.physorg.com/
http://www.physorg.com/news128508716.html

