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Study: Oil painting predated European art

Oil-based paint likely was used in Afghanistan up to 800 year s beforeit first appeared in European
art, a study of cave paintings hasfound.

A study of cave muralsfound in Afghanistan's Bamian caves showed that oil-based paints were used
hundreds of years before their first credited appearance in Europe in the 15th century, the Los Angeles
Times reported Saturday.

"Thisisthe earliest clear example of oil paintings in the world," historian Y oko Taniguchi of Tokyo's
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties said of the murals.

The age of the Afghan paintings was determined using X-ray technologies and gas chromatographs, while
the paint specifics were learned through synchrotron technology.

Taniguchi said the murals were likely created by artists traveling the historical Silk Road, which connected
Chinato western countries.

But the historian warned that additional information on the art would be difficult to obtain since "due to
political reasons, research on paintingsin Central Asiais scarce,”" the Times reported.

Copyright 2008 by United Press International

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, no part
may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Original story at www.physorg.com/news128580099.html Page 1/1



http://www.physorg.com/
http://www.physorg.com/news128580099.html

