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Flu virus confirmed in migratory birds

China has confirmed the deadly avian flu viruswas found for thefirst timein migratory birds,
raising fear sthe disease could spread to other regions.

The discovery of the H5N1 strain of avian flu was published in scientific journals Thursday. The concern is
that the migratory birds could spread the virus to regions of South Asiathat have not yet been affected, the
Financial Times reported.

The virus has killed 54 people and led to the destruction of millions of chickensin Southeast Asia.

Two scientific teams in China and Hong Kong confirmed the HSN1 strain was responsible for the current
flu outbreak among geese and other wildfow! at the remote Qinghai Lake in the west of the country. About
6,000 birds have died there since April, the report said.

Writing in the journal Science, one of the teams said the discovery has the potential to be aglobal threat as
the lake is a breeding center for migrant birds from Siberia, Australia and New Zealand. The other team
wrote in Nature the discovery was a particular threat to India, which has not so far been affected by H5N1,
the Times said.
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